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The San Leandro Sports Foundation
Sports Hall of Fame Enshrinement
Ceremony
October 27th, 2017
Zero Net Energy Center
14600 Catalina Street, San Leandro CA 94577

Program
Promoting Fun, Fitness
and Health in Our
Community

Awards Reception and dinner 4:00 to 7:30 PM
Introduction of Inductees begins at 5:00 PM
Each inductee will have the opportunity to take a few
minutes to tell their story about their life journey.

Contacts:
San Leandro Foundation, Inc.
151 Callan Ave., Ste 200 San
Leandro, CA 94577
510-895-1918
info@slsfi.org
www.slsfi.org
Board of Directors
Jerry Engler
Martin Capron
Kathy Neisse
Jack Nelson
Mike Bolar
Evelyn Gonzales
Danny Paiva
EIN #26-3679203
The SLSF is a 501(c )(3)
Your contribution is tax
deductible to the extent
allowed by the IRS.

Enshrinement in the Hall of Fame – Inductees will be
honored at the awards reception and then escorted to the
San Leandro High School football game at Burrell Field
(2451 Teagarden Street, San Leandro, Ca 94577) where we
will gather at the new Hall of Fame wall for a photo
opportunity during halftime. The Stadium is only a few
minutes away and carpooling is advised as parking limited.
The event will conclude with the group photo. Inductees are
free to stay for the second half of the game or meet up at one
on the local pubs such as the Englander Sports Pub &
Restaurant (101 Parrott Street, San Leandro, CA 94577)
where we have reserved a room.
Attendees needing accommodations are invited to contact
Hector or Jennifer at the Marina Inn (510-895-1311).

Front cover images are of the 2017 inductees to the Hall of fame.
Back cover images are of the most important people of the
journey – the Moms.
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Criteria for Nomination and Selection of the Induction Class
San Leandro has a rich tradition of sports. The SLSF’S Sports Hall of Fame is organized as a way of maintaining
the rich heritage and tradition of the successful athletes and athletic programs in the City of San Leandro.
Many of our local athletes have made extraordinary contributions and have superb accomplishments in the
wide world of sports. The SLSF’S Sports Hall of Fame seeks to honor these individuals and their contributions
and accomplishments and insure that future generations of aspiring athletes have these same opportunities. In
order to maintain the integrity of the SLSF Hall of Fame, nominees must exemplify the highest standards of
sportsmanship, ethical conduct, and moral character. All candidates will be judged on their significant and/or
long term contributions to athletic endeavors. In addition, as much as possible, acknowledged leadership in
his/her chosen field or community, state, and national presence will be considered. All entries must be
submitted on the official SLSF Athletic Hall of Fame Nomination form (attached). Nomination forms are
available by download on www.slsfi.org.

The Class of 2017 Inductees into the San Leandro Sports Foundation’s
Sports Hall of Fame:
The SLSF Sports Hall of Fame Class of 2017 Inductees:
David Baker – Pacific High School Class of 1972 Athlete Baseball and Football
Dennis Corti – San Leandro High School Class of 1959 Athlete Baseball
Sarah Woofter - San Leandro High School Class of 2007 Athlete Softball
Lou Profumo – San Leandro High School Class of 1956 Athlete Coach / Contributor Baseball
Bob Dalton – San Leandro High School Class of 1955 Athlete Basketball & Football
Doug Padilla – Marina High School Class of 1974 Athlete Track and Field
John ‘Biff” Crawley – San Leandro High School Class of 1955-65 Coach
Loren Diaz – San Leandro High School Class of 1979 Athlete Track and Field
Saskia Roberson – San Leandro High School Class of 2001 Athlete Softball
Jeanette Wood – San Leandro High School Class of 1986 Contributor
Thomas Gunnari – Pacific High School Coach / Contributor
Jan Hagan – City of San Leandro 1981-96 Coach / Contributor
Kim Musch – Pacific High School Class of 1973 Athlete and Coach Swimming
Tony Nasimento – City of San Leandro Coach/contributor
Mark Bellini – San Leandro High School Class of 1982 Athlete Football
Matt Bellini – San Leandro High School Class of 1986 Athlete Football
Norm Santos – San Leandro High School Class of 1962 Athlete Football
We had so many qualified nominees it was very difficult to get down to these final 17 inductees. Surely, there is
no shortage of outstanding student/athletes coming out of San Leandro. If by chance your nominee was not
among the 17 chosen this year, do not despair – there’s always next year.
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San Leandro Sports Foundation – Sports Hall of Fame
Criteria for Nomination
The San Leandro Sports Foundation’s Sports Hall of Fame is now accepting nominations for the
Class of 2018 Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. Nominees will be judge on their contribution to
sports for and in the City of San Leandro. Inductees into the SLSF Hall of Fame will be selected by the
Board of Directors. The initial class shall include up to 15 inductees. Nominations of inductees may be
nominated in four (4) categories:
1. Athlete: A former City athlete whose accomplishments as an athlete were extraordinary. A Hall of
Fame Candidate shall not be considered for SLSF’s Hall of Fame until Five (5) years after graduation
from High School.
2. Coach: A former athletic coach, instructor, or trainer whose accomplishments merit recognition,
who has been inactive as a coach, instructor or trainer for a minimum of three (3) years.
3. Contributor: An individual who has made outstanding contributions to athletics in some capacity
other than athlete or coach. Such areas include athletic administration, sports medicine, sports
media, or financial support.
4. Team or Club: an athletic team or club that has distinguished themselves above and beyond
normal standards: undefeated seasons, league championships, and state tournament appearances.
Candidates may not nominate themselves. Any nominees who are properly nominated but not
selected to the SLSF Hall of Fame shall remain on the active list of eligible nominees for five (5) years
without having to be re-nominated each year.
Nomination forms are available online at www.slsfi.org
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David Baker
Pacific High School Class of 1972
Athlete Baseball & Football

The Baker Family moved to the Mulford
Gardens neighborhood of San Leandro in
1960. Dave and his brothers Steve and
Mike, attended Garfield Elementary
School, Woodrow Wilson Junior High
School, and Pacific High School.
At Garfield he won numerous San Leandro
Recreation Department “Punt Pass & Kick”
contests at Thrasher Park, and in 1967 was
awarded the “Edgar Cerf Memorial
Award” for Athletics-Fitness-Citizenship.
At Pacific High School Dave was the starting catcher on the varsity as a sophomore and was named All
Alameda County Athletic League Catcher in Baseball in his junior year 1971 and his senior year 1972. In 1972
he was named Most Valuable Player in the ACAL after winning the league batting title. In 1972 he was one of
two unanimous All Southern Alameda County baseball players (the other being Dennis Eckersley).
Also in his senior year, Dave was named All ACAL First Team Quarterback. He played in the Oakland
Coliseum in the Alameda County-Contra Costa County All Star game and was also nominated for
consideration to the North South Shrine game. He was named All Southern Alameda County First Team
Quarterback. That year he was awarded the National Football Foundation “Y.A. Tittle Award” as the Scholar
Athlete of the Year.
His fondest memory of his high school football career was the headline in the paper after one of Pacific’s
victories “Baker Trio Guides Pacific Over Encinal”.
As a senior at Pacific he was Student Body President, was named Pacific High School’s “Norseman of the
Year” and was school Valedictorian with a 4.0 GPA.
Dave accepted a scholarship to attend Stanford University and in 1973 was named to the All Pacific-8
conference team as a freshman. That summer he was named a National Baseball Congress All-American
catcher while playing for the Anchorage Glacier Pilots. In his sophomore year Dave was named the Most
Valuable Player of the prestigious Riverside National Intercollegiate Baseball Tournament. In 1975 he was
again named to the All Pacific-8 all-league team and was drafted 132nd overall in the Major League Draft by
the Philadelphia Phillies.
Dave lists his greatest accomplishments as his 42 year marriage to Stephanie, his three successful adult
children and his lifelong friendships with his fellow Vikings, specifically Mike Branco and John Allen.
He is honored to be inducted in the same class with his coaches, Tom Gunnari, and Lou Profumo.
Dave is now the managing partner of Moore & Baker LLP, a CPA firm in Walnut Creek, CA which he cofounded in 1982.
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Mark Bellini
San Leandro High School Class of 1982
Athlete Football

From Fields to Fields and Back Again
The story of Mark Bellini’s athletic career is that of an
unlikely hero. It is one of patience, persistence and perseverance.
Mark was born and raised in San Leandro. The backyard of
his home abutted thousands of acres of rolling hills and open space.
As a young boy he was drawn to the hills and loved to run and jump
and explore these areas, more interested in the flora and fauna of the
these open fields than the football fields he would come to love as he
grew up. And even though Mark was the fastest kid in his grade and
possessed natural athletic ability, he was not an immediate success as
an athlete.
As a boy Mark’s natural inclination was more toward free spirited-ness rather than competition. So much so that as
a youth he earned the nickname of “Berries.” The nickname was coined by Dan Paiva, the “After School
Recreation Leader” at Roosevelt Elementary School. One day Dan was trying to get all the guys together for a
game of baseball or football and Mark was nowhere to be found. He looked around and saw him in his usual spot
picking blackberries over by the fence. He went over to Mark and said something to the effect of “come on
Berries we’re waiting on you…. you’re always picking berries when you’re supposed to be playing with us.”The
name stuck.
In time Mark would develop a love for the sport of football, but not for the reasons most are drawn to it. Not
because of the competitive aspects or to become popular, but rather because when playing football he felt free.
The sport allowed him to run, jump and catch, and he soon found that he could move his body in ways that others
could not. He began to dream of becoming a star running back. His fondness for playing running back came from
watching the old NFL highlights on TV. Guys like Gayle Sayers, Jim Brown, and Walter Payton were his idols.
In their highlights they would take a hand off or pitch from the quarterback, cut back against the grain, break tackle
after tackle and then turn on the afterburners and leave everyone in the dust on the way to the end zone. He
wanted to learn to run like those guys ran.
As a result at the age of 12 he signed up to play for the San Leandro Crusaders in hopes of getting to fulfill his
dream to play running back. The coaches immediately noticed his speed and athleticism, but they decided to make
him into a quarterback, and not a running back. Mark was disappointed but decided to go along with it and played
quarterback. In the first game of the season, the coaches called an 18 keep, a play in which the quarterback got to
run the ball. On his first running play he ran the ball all the way for a touchdown. He thought the coaches would
surely move him to running back after that, but no such luck. He played quarterback for two years with the
Crusaders.
When it came time to go to high school, the coaches on the junior varsity team again denied him the opportunity to
play running back and instead moved him to the defense to be a defensive back. Again he was disappointed but
again he went along with it. But late in the season after badgering the coaches for months, they finally gave him
the chance to play running back. He was an immediate success and started the last two games of the season.
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He injured his knee in the first league game and missed nearly the entire season.
This set back merely motivated and inspired Mark to start training hard to get bigger, stronger, faster and tougher for the
next season. He learned to lift weights and also began a running and stretching program.
It was during this time that Mark grew to really love and appreciate San Leandro High School. He spent countless hours
there running on the track and fields, doing drills, lifting weights in the high school gym, and playing baseball and
basketball. Mark spent so much time there that the sights, smells and sounds of the high school are forever ingrained into
his soul and after many years the fond memories of San Leandro High School still live powerfully within him.
During his senior year at San Leandro High all those years of waiting and training to finally get the shot to play running
back manifested itself in an explosion. Early in the second game of season, he took a handoff, broke a tackle and sprinted
down the sideline all the way to the end zone. No one could catch him. It was like he had always dreamed. At last he
was free. From there he just kept on running so to speak. He was named to the All-league team not only as a running
back but also as a defensive-back, and was named the team’s Most Valuable Player
But would he have a future in football after high school?
Mark was a late bloomer and missing his entire junior year ended up having unexpected far reaching consequences,
because college scouts start the recruiting process when players are juniors or younger. Since Mark had not played as a
junior due to his injury he was not on the radar of the college scouts and even though he had a great senior season no
college scouts took notice, no colleges offered him a scholarship, and even worse not a single college in the entire nation
even invited him to walk-on.
San Leandro High School’s head football coach at the time was Chuck Belshe. Coach Belshe, who was a member of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints had ties to Brigham Young University, and told Mark he thought he could get
him a try out as a walk-on at BYU. The idea was appealing but Mark knew he was too small to play his beloved running
back position at that level. He thought he would be best suited to play wide-receiver at BYU.
The scenario was perfect. BYU was the best passing school in the country at that time. Their receivers caught more
passes than anyone in the nation. He would go there and play wide receiver and catch tons of passes. There was only one
small problem, he had never played wide-receiver before and didn’t know if he’d be any good at it. But he went to BYU
with faith and his first year made the varsity squad. He ended up being a three-year starter at BYU, and was a starter on
the team that won the college football National Championship his sophomore year. Mark made All Conference two
seasons, was a second team All American his junior year and was a team captain and first team preseason All American
his senior season. He is in the BYU Hall of Fame along with the entire National Championship team of 1984.
Mark was drafted by the Indianapolis Colts and played there for two seasons before his career was cut short by an injury.
In addition to playing football Mark also played on the varsity basketball and baseball teams at San Leandro High. The
most fun he ever had playing sports was playing with his buddies on the San Leandro High School football team. Today
Mark’s best friends are those same guys he played football with years ago at San Leandro High. And every year this same
group of old teammates gets together for an annual golf tournament and general big party in Lake Tahoe
Today Mark lives in the city of Ojai, in Southern California. He is married with six children and one grandson. He now
works as a biologist and environmental consultant in the same field (no pun intended) he loved as a youth. His days are
now filled with spending time with his family and friends. He is an expert nesting bird surveyor and works on projects
where he preserves endangered species.
Mark now looks back with gratitude to the city of San Leandro and San Leandro High School and considers his induction
in the San Leandro High School Hall of Fame to be one of the greatest honors of his life.
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Matt Bellini
San Leandro High School Class of 1986
Athlete Football

The Roots of Matt Bellini
The story of Matt Bellini’s athletic roots run deep
through San Leandro. His story could not of have been
told without the help of his many supporters: his
educators, his doctors, his mentors, and most of all his
family, coaches and teammates.
From a very early age, Matt loved sports and
competition. He would wake up early, head right for
his driveway, and pick up the morning newspaper.
Matt would rush to the kitchen table to open up the
“green sheet” from the San Francisco Chronicle. He
would carefully study the latest sports news and
memorize the statistics of the players from his three
favorite sports teams: The Raiders, Warriors, and A’s.
In his youth, Matt was a naturally gifted athlete. He grew up playing soccer, swimming, baseball in
the Washington Manor, CYO basketball at Assumption, and football with the San Leandro Crusaders.
Matt loved to compete, but was often over competitive in his early youth. This led to problems for
him with his peers, classmates, and teammates. With the help of his mother, Joy Bellini, his patient
and loving Grandpa, Joseph Bellini, many wonderful coaches and mentors such as, Mary Beth
Barloga at Roosevelt Elementary School, Dave Wagner, his Babe Ruth baseball coach, Tim Gould
and Bruce Bravo from the San Leandro Crusaders, he was taught the importance of being a good
teammate, respect for others, and good sportsmanship.
At San Leandro High School, Matt competed in football and baseball. As much as he loved baseball
and basketball growing up as a kid, it became clear as he matured, that football was his first love.
There was something about the smell of the grass, the physical and mental toughness football required
and the dependence on his teammates that drew him to the sport. He played 3 years on the Pirate
varsity team from 1983-1985. After moving into the HAAL in 1984, San Leandro High went a perfect
140 in league games during Matt’s junior and senior years. In 1985, Matt was the HAAL player of
the year, South Counties player of the year, all East Bay, first team all Bay Area, and first team all
Norcal. By scoring 20 touchdowns, kicking 4 extra points, and 5 two point conversions, he piled up
134 points, the second highest total in South County's history. He also scored 5 touchdowns in one g
Matt’s individual success would not of been possible without the help of his outstanding teammates,
coaches, and mentors at San Leandro High. 2016 SLSF Hall of Fame inductee, Danny Calcagno, his
childhood friend since the first grade at Roosevelt Elementary School, was his outstanding
quarterback. Tom Gunnari, also a 2017 hall of fame inductee, was his first high school football coach
in 1983, and was instrumental in combining Pacific and San Leandro High game during his senior
year into one cohesive unit.
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Matt’s coach in 1984 and 1985 was a young, brash, Tom Linda. Coach Linda brought with him an unrelenting toughness
and winning attitude. These Pirate teams were loaded with many great athletes especially on the offensive and defensive
lines. Anyone who knows football knows the offensive and defensive lines is where all games are won and lost. Matt’s
favorite high school teacher, Ed Collins, would write him letters of encouragement and even drove to watch him play
while Matt was performing in college during a game at the University of Oregon.
His athletic success almost never happened. On January 25th, 1985, Matt nearly died while drinking and driving on
Vistagrand Drive in Bay-O-Vista. Only by the grace of God were he and three of his closest friends that were in the car
with him that night not killed. The accident, in which his car rolled several times down a hill, left his hand badly injured.
Many thought he would never regain the use of his left hand ever again. The skill of his surgeons, Dr. Juris Bunkis and
Dr. Jack Tupper saved him. They were able to reconstruct his hand and he continued his sports career by the fall of that
same year. Matt’s mother, Joy Bellini was instrumental as his nurse and was by his side every step of the way during his
recovery. There were many dark days. Without her love, care, and support, he would have given up hope many times. He
also had many of his SLHS teammates, friends, and coaches visit him to help lift his spirits.
After his High school days were over, Matt went on to follow his older brother Mark’s footsteps at BYU to play for
legendary coach Lavell Edwards. Coach Edwards believed in him and somehow managed to keep him enrolled at the
strict religious school. Matt was a 4-year starter at running back for the Cougars. He finished his career as the all-time
leading receiver at BYU. He was an honorable mention All American in 1988, and was a finalist for the Doak Walker
Award, given to the nation's top running back. Matt’s proudest accomplishments in college were beating the #1 ranked
Miami Hurricanes in 1990, and helping his friend and college quarterback, Ty Detmer win the Heisman Trophy that same
year. His football career ended in 1991 while failing a physical with the New York Giants due to a number of knee
injuries.
Today Matt lives in Utah with his three daughters: Shea, Sydney and Grace. He has been a full time Realtor for the past
20 years. By far, his proudest accomplishment has been loving and raising his girls. Many of those years were spent as a
single father. Matt has been drug and alcohol free most of his adult life and he devotes much of his free time helping
fellow recovering drug addicts and alcoholics find sobriety. He loves to travel to new places and meet new people from all
walks of life. He also still loves to compete on the golf course, especially with his best friend, San Leandro native Timmy
Hammons. Matt thinks often of the roots that were planted in San Leandro. He is very proud to be born and raised in such
a great city. He is grateful for the wonderful people of San Leandro who helped him along the way. He is filled with
gratitude for the families that helped raise him: The Fingeruts, The Calcagnos, and the Sullivans, the Albrights, the
Krugers, the Meitzes and many others. Being inducted into the San Leandro Sports Foundation Hall of Fame is the highest
honor he has ever received.
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Dennis Corti
San Leandro High School Class of 1959
Athlete Baseball

I HAVE BEEN MARRIED TO MY WIFE, MARIE, FOR OVER 30 YEARS. WE HAVE THREE CHIDREN AND
FIVE GRANDCHILDREN.
I STARTED PLAYING ORGANIZED BASEBALL AT THE SAN
LEANDRO BOY'S CLUB - THERE WAS NO LITTLE LEAGUE AT
THAT TIME.
I PLAYED IN THE SAN LEANDRO RECREATIONAL LEAGUE
UNTIL I WAS OLD ENOUGH TO ENTER SAN LEANDRO HIGH
SCHOOL AND PLAYED FRESHMAN BASEBALL, THEN
EVENTUALLY VARSITY. I WAS SELECTED TO THE "ALL ACAL"
TEAM MY JUNIOR YEAR AND UNANIMOUSLY SELETED IN MY
SENIOR YEAR.
WE WON THE ACAL LEAGUE TITLE IN 1958 AND I WON THE
BATTING CROWN WITH AN AVERAGE OF 532.
I THEN ATTENDED THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA ON A
FULL SCHOLARSHIP AND WENT ON TO PLAY ON THE
FRESHMEN TEAM, WHERE I BATTED 400.
AFTER MY FRESHMAN YEAR, I WAS SIGNED TO A BONUS
CONTRACT WITH THE NEW YORK YANKEE'S. I HAVE BEEN
FORTUNATE TO HAVE HAD MANY MEMORABLE MOMENTS IN BASEBALL FROM BEING NAMED MOST
VALUABLE PLAYER TO ALL STAR SELECTION - HITTING TWO HOME RUNS IN A GAME AGAINST HALL
OF FAME PITCHER MICKEY LOLICH, AND TO BE ONE OF ONLY TWO PLAYERS TO EVER HIT A HOME
RUN OFF REPORTEDLY THE FASTEST PITCHER TO EVER PLAY PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL.
HOWEVER, WITHOUT A DOUBT - MY MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT OCCURRED OFF THE FIELD DURING
MY SECOND YEAR IN PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL.
AFTER THE GAME WHERE I HAD HIT A HOME RUN AND TWO LONG DOUBLES, I WAS CALLED INTO THE
MANAGER'S OFFICE. I ENTERED A ROOM FULL OF PEOPLE WHOM I HAD ONLY HEARD ABOUT,
HOWEVER NEVER MET. THEY WERE REPRESENTIVES OF THE NEW YORK YANKEE'S FRONT OFFICE.
THEY CONGRATULATED ME ON MY PERFORMANCE AND INFORMED ME THAT I WAS THE TOP
PROSPECT IN THE YANKEE'S ORGANIZATION AND WOULD SOON BE PLAYING IN THE YANKEE
STADIUM. I HAD JUST TURNED TWENTY YEARS OLD AND TO THIS DAY, I HAVE NEVER FORGOTTEN
THE FEELING AND EMOTIONS OF THAT MOMEMT.
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John “Biff” Crawley
San Leandro High School 1955-65
Coach
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Bob Dalton
San Leandro High School Class of 1955
Athlete Basketball & Football

I was born in East Oakland, CA on April 19, 1937. In the early part of 1941 my family moved to San Leandro,
CA where I resided until 1956, at which time I accepted a Grant & Aid Athletic Scholarship from the University
of California Berkeley ("UC") and relocated to Berkeley, CA. I presently reside in Dana Point, CA with my
wife Leigh. I have five (5) children who are presently located in Orinda, CA and Medford, OR.
From February, 1952
During that period I
inclusion in the
basketball, football
selection to the first
Football Award
the leading passing in

thru February 1955, I attended San Leandro HS.
received numerous awards consisting of
academic honor roll; Block S awards in
and tennis; Oakland Athletic League ("OAL")
string 1954 All City Basketball Team; HS
presented by the East Bay Prep Writers Assn., as
the OAL for the 1954 season.

During my freshman
year at UC I opted to change my Grant & Aid
Athletic Football
Scholarship to a basketball scholarship. I
played three years
under head basketball Coach Pete Newell who
was inducted into the
National Collegiate Athletic Assn., Coaches Hall
of Fame. I was a
starter on Coach Newell's 1958-59 and 1959-60
UC teams the latter of
which won the 1959 NCAA Basketball
Championship held in
Louisville, KY. There are numerous articles
written by recognized journalists who are presently and/or formerly, associated with the San Francisco
Chronicle and Oakland Tribune, recounting how Newell had assigned me to guard Oscar Robertson of
Cincinnati University in the semi-final game and Jerry West of West Virginia University in the Championship
game. In 1960, I was selected in the 5th round of the NBA draft by the Syracuse Nationals whose starters
included all-NBA selections, Dolph Schayes and George Yardley. I opted to pursue other career opportunities
set forth in the following paragraph.
Upon graduation from UC I entered the US Army. Upon being honorably discharged I applied and was hired by
Fred. S. James & Company ("FSJ"), a private Risk Management and Insurance firm located in San Francisco,
CA. In 1971, I became a senior management executive co-incidental with the conversion of the firm from a
privately-held company to a publicly owned corporation listed on the NYSE. In 1982, I left FSJ to form my
own firm, Robert Dalton & Company Insurance Brokers & Advisors. In 1998 I sold my Company to Union
Bank Insurance Services (UBIS). In late 2007 I left
UBIS and joined The Rule Group (now Integro Insurance Brokers) as Regional Vice President in charge of
organic growth. In late 2010, I left The Rule Group and affiliated with ASURA Risk Management & Insurance
Services, Pleasanton, CA as Senior Financial Risk Management & Insurance Advisor, where I actively
continue in this capacity to this day.
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One further bit of sports memorabilia. At age 36, I resurrected my tennis game with help of my Walnut Creek
neighbor and good friend, Len Saputo, MD., who was a member of the UC varsity tennis team at or about the
same time I was a member of the UC basketball team. In 1982, Len and I were ranked no. 1 and 13 respectively
in singles play in the 45 year old age bracket by the U.S. National Tennis Assn., and no. 1 in doubles play in the
same age bracket.

I am presently a member of The Order of The Golden Bear and The UC Alumni Organization. Membership in
The Order of The Golden Bear is determined by the Organization's Board of Directors based upon an
individual's contribution and performance in furthering UC's image as one of the finest public educational
institutions both domestically and internationally.
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Loren Diaz
San Leandro High School Class of 1979
Athlete Track & Field

Loren Diaz graduated from SLHS in 1979. He holds the record
at San Leandro High School for pole vaulting. He started pole
vaulting and the triple jump in 9th grade. He learned the very
basics and decided on his own to keep pursuing the sport and,
with some great coaching and a terrific team of friends, he
pushed himself to learn more and be the best he could be in a
rapid time span. His independent and hardworking spirit was
what made his approach so successful. In high school he
competed in both Long Jump and Pole Vaulting events. But
when he entered college, he took on the Decathlon with gusto
and still holds the All-Time 2nd Place decathlon record at Cal
Poly, SLO, based on the 1962 calculation tables. He later ran
in half and full marathons as well as triathlons, after college
graduation.
While at SLHS, he focused on pole vaulting and long jump
events. By senior year he was 1st place with a 14’ vault and 1st
place in the Long Jump at the ACAL Meet. He went into the
NCAA Final Meet and was 1st place with a vault of 14’ 2”. He
continued onto the Meet of Champions and came in 1st place with a 14’ 3” vault, and continued onto
the State Meet with two successful vaults resulting in 10 th place overall for the State. He was the only
SLHS student athlete (all sports) to represent SLHS at a state meet that year.
He was recruited by Cal Poly San Luis Obispo to run track and field for their team. He continued with
pole vaulting and added the Decathlon for his two events. In his junior year he was the 1 st place
winner of the CCAA Conference Championship Decathlon. He was the 3 rd place CCAA Conference
winner in pole vaulting with a 15’6” vault. In his senior year, he took 2 nd place in the CCAA
Conference Championship Decathlon. He pole vaulted 15’ 5” and in the Decathlon he achieved the
2nd place all time school record in the 1962 Tables.
Loren graduated from Cal Poly in Electrical Engineering; he’s worked for several firms in the Bay
Area. He went on to achieve his Professional Engineering license and his Masters Degree in
Business Administration. He is married and has three amazing children. He’s remained in San
Leandro in order to be close to family.
His children have also been successful runners. His middle daughter was recruited to run in college
and went on to compete for the UC San Diego Tritons – including competing at the Nationals. Loren
has never missed a single sports meet or event for any of his children. Never once did he insist on
them running, but he was absolutely the best support they could ask for – and he always told them to
listen to their coach and to work hard, no matter what.
Loren is “one of those guys” who people just genuinely like – he will do anything for his friends and
family. He has given so much of himself to family and the San Leandro community. His parents have
been his greatest supporters and his kids are his biggest fans. He is the champion of our hearts.
14

Thomas Gunnari
Pacific High School
Coach & Contributor
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Jan Hagan
City of San Leandro
Coach & Contributor
Born and raised in Illinois. Graduated from University of Illinois with a degree in Kinesiology. Worked at the Y
while in college and became hooked on coaching swimming. Was lucky to work with graduate students who
took me under their wing and helped me learn the how and why of swimming. Pool size was 20 yards long and
4 lanes wide.
Moved to California in August 1963 and took a job at Bay-O-Vista
Swim and Tennis Club. Also coached and taught at Chabot Swim
Club in Castro Valley, Alameda Swim Team, Bishop O’Dowd High
School and Blackhawk Swim Team. I taught swimming in my back
yard, and it seems like I taught half of the city of San Leandro to
swim.
Throughout my career as a coach I was lucky enough to work with
many wonderful teachers and coaches. The following mentors helped
me learn to analyze strokes and figure out the keywords to
communicate to swimmers of all ages how to understand and correct
stroke mechanics. Grad students and professors at the University
included: included: Dan VanRossen (U. of Oregon) Dan Sammons,
(U off Illinois) Prof. Doris Bullock ( U off Illinois) and Ray Essick
(Head of USS Swimming), Ruth Snyder of Alameda, and Emily
McCarthy Porras at San Leandro.
I would spend most of Sunday afternoon working on practice
schedules that would challenge the swimmers with different distances
and interval each day. Promising to never repeat a
practice at any time during the season. Our practices were a
challenge to every swimmer every day, only perfect practice makes
perfect.
In most situations I volunteered to work as a stroke technician and worked with a few
swimmers at a time. What I tried to do was encourage children to go beyond their limits at an
early age. Knowing that someone believes you can do something always helps you try a little
harder. Whether it is putting your face in, floating by yourself for the first time, or swimming a
length without a breath, the impossible is achievable if you keep trying. Today’s impossibility
becomes tomorrows goal and eventual accomplishment. Perseverance and effort lead to
success, and this lesson carries over into all aspects of life.
The city of San Leandro always has had great support for youth activities. Coaches and
swimmers can plan and practice, but without parental support and organization nothing would
happen. To all parents and friends of youth sports, a very large thank you from San Leandro
coaches and athletes!
A special thank you to Bill: my hubby of 60 years, my family: Kent, Kim and Maurine. My
Grandchildren Raquel, Riley, and Ryder for putting up with too many weekends away from
family.
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Kim Musch
Pacific High School Class of 1973
Athlete & Coach
Swimming does not have professional swimming, except for those that
are at a Michael Phelps, or Kadie Ladekey level. So, my coaching would
be considered my professional career, which I have been doing for 40
years. My first high school team was San Leandro High Men’s back in
1977. Being a graduate of Pacific High, it was a strange experience
getting my coaching career launched at the homed of the Pirates. None
the less, it as a great experience and got me hooked on coaching. I still
remember that team.
Things that I remember most from High School:
*3 sport lettermen – Swimming, Water Polo and Cross Country
*North Coast Finalist in swimming all 3 years
*Scholarship to University of California.
*Lead the league in scoring in Water Polo.
* Was the absolute worse cross country runner. We qualified for the
North Coast as a team; I was dead last, by a lot. I got my letter because
the coach felt sorry for me.
Things I remember from swimming and playing water polo at CAL:
*Team captain for the swim team junior and senior year.
*Playing water polo with the USA National team during my sophomore/redshirt year.
I’m married to my wife of 34 years, Katrin. We have two children, Alex 24 and Ayla 22. We all happily reside in Santa
Cruz, California.
Certificates/Awards/Organizations
Member of Collegiate Swim Coaches Association 1998-2017 -NCAA Swim Committee 2004-2008-Chair 2007-2008 Member U.S. Swimming 1977-2017 - Member of American Swim Coaches Association (A.S.C.A.) 1980-2017/ Level 5 1985
- U.S.A. National Team Staff 1987-1988-1989-1990 -A.S.C.A. Certificates of Excellence in Coaching 1985-1986-1987-19891994 –1995, 2001-2009 - Elected Member of American College of Sports Medicine - Certificate of Commendation, UCSC
Fire and Police Department, 2012 - Certificate of Commendation, Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors 1980 -PCSC
Coach of the Year 2007, 2013, 2015; - UCSC Coach of the Year 2001, 2003 (no longer given) - Additional Information upon
request;
National Top Ten Team and Individual Standings.
List of U.S National Team and Olympic Team Members.
Publications , Clinic Speaker , US Camp Director

Athletics - Multiple finalist North Coast Section in Swimming - Pacific High had Water polo Starting Senior year –Lead
the league in scoring - Scholarship to UC Berkeley in Swimming - Four years Varsity letters , Team Captain Junior and
Senior years - Pac-8 finalist/All-Conference - Multiple games for USA National Water Polo team - Sophomore year at Cal
(red-shirt year).
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Tony Nasimento
City of San Leandro
Coach & Contributor
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Doug Padilla
Marina High School Class of 1974
Athlete Track & Field

Doug Padilla was born in Oakland, California, the 2nd of four
boys. He attended Brigham Young University where he earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering. From 1976
to 1978 he served an LDS mission to El Salvador, San Salvador.
While at BYU, he was a member of the track team. As a
collegian, he was an eight-time All American, and an NCAA
Champion. After college, he was a 12 time US National
Champion. He represented the United States as a member of the
1984 and 1988 Olympic teams, competing in the 5000 meters.
In 1985 he was the world Grand Prix Champion for track and
field. During his athletic career he set 7 American Records. His
American Record in the Indoor 5000 meters (13.20.55) was not
broken until 2009, having stood for 27 years. He is still the only
person to run the 1 Mile is less than 4 minutes within the state of
Utah, running 3 minutes, 57 seconds.
In June of 1996, while on a training run in Orem, Doug was hit
by a car. His left leg was severely shattered. The road to recovery
turned out to be long and very difficult. Hopes of walking again, let alone running, were slim. At one point,
doctors recommended that his lower left leg be amputated. He and his family endured many challenges as they
struggled to save his leg. In a three and a half year period, they endured 15 surgeries. However, their faith and
efforts were rewarded. On February 1, 2000, Doug was finally able to run again. He ran a mile.
Doug retired from BYU in 2014 as an administrator to the track team. He currently has his own business,
Runner Card, as a professional race timer. He is married to the former Lynette Nielson of Golden, Colorado.
They have four children.
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Lou Profumo
San Leandro High School Class of 1956
Athlete & Coach & Contributor
I was born in Alameda, CA on April 28th, 1938.
I started playing ball in the Alameda Ca. Police League in 1948. My family Moved to San
Leandro where I played recreation ball in 1949-50. I then played for the San Leandro
Boys Club until I was 13.
I played for San Leandro High School, one year JV and 2 years Varsity. In the summer
during those years I played for American Legion, Post 117.
On January 27, 1956, I signed a professional contract with the Boston Red Sox. I played 2
years for the Red Sox. In 1958-59, I played in the Pirate system. In 1960, I was out of
baseball with a shoulder injury.
In 1962, I signed again with the Red Sox. They released me and the Los Angeles Angels
signed me. I played for the Angels for the 1962-63 season and was released during the
summer of the 1963 season.
Teams I played for:
YEAR
1956

1957
1958
1959
1962
1963

TEAM
Corning
Lafayette
Lexington
Corning
Lafayette
Douglas
Las Vegas
Tri Cities
Pacatello
San Jose
Reynosa

LEAGUE
Pony
Mid West
Nebraska St
Pony
Mid West
Arizona-Mexican
California
North West
Pioneer
California
Mexican

CLASS
D
D
D
D
D
C
C
B
A
A
AAA

After retiring from baseball I coached from 1967 to present:
1961 - High School Coach/Pacific High school, 1967-71 - American Legion, 1971 - High School Coach/Moreau Catholic
High School, 1972–76 - Connie Mack, 1977-78 – Senior Babe Ruth, 1979-81- Pony League, 1984-85 – High School
Coach/Arroyo High School, 1986-89- American Legion, 1993-94- High School Coach/ Castro Valley High School, 1995High School Coach/Moreau Catholic High Schools, 1996-99- Senior Women Softball, 1996-05 –Senior Men over 50
softball. 2003- Senior Babe Ruth – in World Series in Weimer Texas, 2010- High School Coach- West Tracy.
The most inspirational people in my life were my parents – Harry and Louise, my wife – Anne, Jerry Lyons Sr. of the San
Leandro Boys Club, William “Tac “ Mays, and Bill Strehle, a baseball coach and sponsor. I married my wife Anne on
February 12, 1966. We have just celebrated our 51st wedding anniversary. We have two daughters named Kathrine and
Karen. In 1996, I retired from the City of San Leandro after 37 years of public service.

20

Saskia Roberson
San Leandro High School Class of 2001
Athlete Softball

Accomplishments:
4-year varsity softball player
4-year varsity basketball player
- Earned a full athletic scholarship
to play softball for DePaul University.
- Three (3) time All-American
- Home run record holder (51)

Current profession/activities:
Support analyst for Blackboard
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Norm Santos
San Leandro High School Class of 1962
Athlete Football

Norman Santos was born in January, 1944 in San Pedro,
California. But in 1946, Norm’s mother wished to return to
her native Hawaii, so Norm’s father moved to the Bay Area and
settled in Alameda; it was at this time, Norm’s mother came to
Alameda with Norm and his siblings, where they lived on a
houseboat by the Otis Drive Bridge. It was a Huck Finn life
living on the Estuary.
Norm went to Alameda High School as a freshman where he
ran track and high jumped. Mid- year his family moved to San
Leandro. Upon entering San Leandro High School as a
sophomore, Norm participated in track and field, football,
basketball and wrestling. Norm was on the sophomore
championship team, which paved the way for future success in
football. He had ten touchdowns, which lead to the sophomore
championship. As a junior, he was placed on the varsity
football team by Coach Biff Crawley, where Norm played both
offensive and defensive half back positions…impressive at only
5’7”, 150 pounds. As a senior, Norm was recognized as Prep
of the Week by The Daily Review, which was a coveted honor. In the 1961 varsity season, Norm was selected
by the East Bay Prep Writers Association for the All-ACAL (Alameda County Athletic League) Offensive First
Team.
Norm received an AA Degree from Chabot College, as well as playing a year for the Chabot Gladiators, where
he performed well as both offensive and defensive running back. After Chabot, Norm graduated from San Jose
State University with a degree in Administration of Justice. He went on to work for Alameda County as a
probation officer for almost 40 years and also received a Masters in Clinical Counseling from Cal State,
Hayward (now East Bay). During his tenure as a probation officer, he received many awards and certificates too
numerous to mention.
Being a probation officer, Norm developed many skills, especially writing. For example, as president of his
union, he wrote an article, “The Year of the Probation Officer: A Tribute” for SCOPO (State Coalition of
Probation Officers). Norm was also a self-defense trainer, which prompted him to write a booklet, titled, “SelfDefense Techniques for Women.” Upon retiring, Norm continued to write and in 2016 published a Christmas
story titled “Helper.”
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Jeanette Wood
San Leandro High School Class of 1986
Contributor
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the honor of being inducted as a contributor
into the San Leandro Sports Foundation Hall of Fame Class of 2017.
Sports/Athletics has always been a big part of my life from the time I was a little girl. My older
brother was an athlete and I looked up to him so I wanted to do the same things as he did. I’ve
always been somewhat competitive so I always looked forward to PE time in elementary school. I
played bobby sox, swam and participated on many different junior high and high school sports
teams. I was even voted Most Athletic at Bancroft Junior High in 8th grade.
In high school, I mainly stuck to playing basketball and softball (although I did play freshman
volleyball too). I wasn’t the best athlete, by any means, but I contributed just fine and made the
team every year. I had one particular basketball coach, Pat Doohan, in high school. He was
funny, sarcastic and, at times, a pain in my butt but he had a great rapport with the team and our
personalities just clicked. I didn’t know at that time what an impact this man would have on my
life.
When I entered college, I did not know what I wanted to do with my life. After much soul searching, it hit me…
I wanted to have an impact on people’s lives like Mr. Doohan had on mine. Why not teach something I love to
do, Physical Education, and impact lives of young adults at the same time? I got my teaching degree and, after
5 years teaching in San Lorenzo, I was lucky enough to get a job in the school district that I was a product of…
San Leandro Unified.
I am currently in my 19th year of teaching at San Leandro High School and am in my 11th
year as serving as PE Department Chair. I couldn’t be more proud to be an alumnus
and to teach in the community in which I grew up, where I still currently live and where
my two sons attended school as well.
In 2006, I had the opportunity to co-chair the Athletic Director position with Jerome
Manos, a job I would have for nine years. I loved being able to oversee all of the school’s
sports programs and to be a part of adding Boys Volleyball and Water Polo to our
athletic program. Maybe the best part of all, though, was being able to be Mr. Doohan’s
“boss” now as he was still coaching the boy’s and girl’s golf teams… life had truly come
full circle. Being Department Chair and Athletic Director also gave me the opportunity
to serve on the Measure B and Measure M committees, helping to get new facilities built at SLHS and Burrell
Field.
Growing up in San Leandro has been a blessing and has impacted my life
tremendously… I truly care about the schools and community of this great
city and look forward to contributing many more years of my life here… GO
PIRATES!!!
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Sarah Woofter
San Leandro High School Class of 2007
Athlete Softball

As an athlete at San Leandro High School, I competed at the Varsity level in both Basketball and Softball all
four years. Along with competing at the Varsity level in
both sports, I was able to maintain over a 4.0 GPA
earning Scholar Athlete awards throughout my duration
at the high school. I finished my scholastic career with a
4.25 overall GPA at SLHS.
On the basketball court I earned second team all-league
honors my Junior and Senior year. In 2007 I helped to
lead the team to the semifinals of the North Coast
Section Playoffs, falling to Monte Vista High School,
one game short from making it to the NCS State
Championship.
On the softball diamond I was an all HAAL all-league
selection all four years. My Freshman and Sophomore year I earned second team honors, and my Junior and
Senior year I earned first team honors. Junior and Senior year, I was also selected as the Hayward Area Athletic
League’s Most Valuable Player. At the time, the HAAL consisted of San Leandro High School, Arroyo High
School, San Lorenzo High School, Castro Valley High School, Tennyson High School, Hayward High School,
and Mt. Eden High School, Bishop O’ Dowd High School, and Moreau High School. Senior year I made the All
East Bay First Team for the Shortstop position.
To wrap up my high school career, I was chosen by SLHS as the female nomination for the Wendy’s High
School Heisman award.
After high school, I played softball on scholarship at the University of California at San Diego where I was a
four-year starter at shortstop and third base. I batted .321 (45-for-140) my Senior season, 2011, and that year led
the team to the Division II National Championship. I batted third and played third in every inning of every game
of the playoffs. We went undefeated throughout the Regional, Super Regional, and the College World
Series tournaments. At the NCAA Division II College Softball World Series in Salem, VA, I batted .455. In the
national championship game I went 3-for-3 with two runs and a stolen base in the team’s 10-3 win over the
previously No. 1 ranked team, Alabama-Huntsville.
After winning the National Championship, I along with two other teammates, were given an opportunity to play
in Sydney, Australia. The team consisted of collegiate athletes from across the country, and together we
represented a wide range of student athletes from several states, competing against teams from Australia. It was
one of the greatest travel and softball experiences I have been a part of.
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Current Profession/activities:

I currently am a private Baseball/Softball Instructor and Athletic Trainer in the East Bay. Throughout the week I
give private hitting and fielding instruction to both boys and girls, along with conducting boot camp/agility
workouts for both adult and youth age groups. I have run large softball and baseball summer camps that have
hosted college coaches such as Sacramento State University, UC Davis, UC San Diego, Dominican University,
Ohio Valley University, and York College. Along with college coaches, I have invited current and former
collegiate athletes to my camps. I’ve been lucky enough to have volunteer athletes from Cal Berkeley, UC San
Diego, Sacramento State University, Santa Clara University, Jacksonville State University, University of
Buffalo New York, Chico State, San Francisco State, York College, and Ohlone Junior College. I am very big
on the idea of giving back to the youth, and providing opportunities for the up and coming athletes to be
surrounded by athletes and coaches who are currently involved and have been involved at playing ball in the
highest levels.
My goal and mission is to give back to the communities in which I was born and raised through the platform
of health and athletics. Bringing health and awareness to student athletes and the general public is something
that I feel is extremely important. Athletics gave me an opportunity to feel strong and comfortable in my own
skin, and when I looked in the mirror I loved the person that was looking back at me. I hope that I can continue
to give young girls and boys the tools and the confidence that it takes to be successful not only in
their respective sports but also in their other future endeavors.
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A message from the Athletic Director
Dear Amazing Community Partners,
First of all, the San Leandro Athletic Department wants to thank you for your continued
support over the years. You have been an integral piece of our success here as a Division 1
athletic program and we appreciate you.
Your support through donations ensures that our scholar athletes have the best experience and
truly take part in educational athletics to its fullest. Without your generous donations, these
young people would miss out on important opportunities and advantages.
We are calling for your help again. If you have donated in the past, please consider to do so
again. If you have not, we hope you can partner with us for now and in the future. Again,
without your financial support, we wouldn't be able to offer the best experience for our scholar
athletes.
With gratitude,

Jason Strickland
SLHS Athletic Department
GO PIRATES!!
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Thanks to our Sponsors
Bob & Pat Duey
Joseph & Deidre Collier II
San Leandro Times
Creekside Associates, LLC
MJC Employee Benefits
The Chaney Family Trust
Alan L. Pitcaithley, Esq.
Alameda County Firefighters Associations
Face Realty, Inc.
Coliseum Lexus of Oakland
Scribner Family Partnership
WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
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EVERY JOURNEY
BEGINS WITH

MOM!
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